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THE PRATER.

A:.LMIGHTY GOD, who haft created all

things, and by whofe providence they are upheld

and direcled ; we, thy rational creatures, efteem

it our duty to take allfuitable occafions of acknow-

ledging our dependence upon thee, of venerating

thy infinite greatnefs, of adoring thy wijdom and

power, and of thanking thee for thy inefiimable

benefits.

TVe are fenfible, that we are continually in

thy prefence, and accountable to thee for all our ac-

tions ; and, therefore, wefeel ourfeIves interefted^

in praying " that thou wouldeft direcl us, in all

our doings, with thy moft gracious favour, and

further us with thy continual help ; that, in all

our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we

may glorify thy holy name, andfinally by thy mer-

cy obtain everlafling life."
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Nor do wc folicit thy graciousfavour and pro-

tection for ourfclves only ; but, confidering ourfelves

as members of thy great family of mankind, we

entreat thee to have mercy on all men. Provide for

their necejjities ; and grant, that, in all their en-

joyments, they may remember tkee who art the au-

thor of their enjoyments,—and who, at the fame

time that thou u givefl liberally to all men, up-

braidejl them not." Difpofe them to confider vice

as the grcateft, and the mofl degrading, of all

evils ; and the confeientious difcharge of all moral

duties, as ejential to their dignity and happinefs.

And to this end, haflen, we befeech thee, the time,

when the Gcfpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift fhall be

uuiverfally diffufed, andproduce its full effetf.

But, more efpecially, we pray for the inhabi-

tants of thej'c United States. Continue to them the

blcfrigs of peace, and good government. And,0
gracious God, who " makejl men to be of one mind
in a houfe" a city, or even in a whole nation, heal

their clivifions ; and difpofe them to love one ano-

ther, as becometh thofe zuho are brethren, both by

nature and grace,—and who have all one common
intcreft, by being members of thefame community.

At this hour of danger to our country, give

wi/dom, give fortitude, and at the jame time mo-
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deration, to all thofe whom we entrufl with the

exercije of our fovereignty. More particularly
,

we befeech thee to behold with thy favour the Pre-

fident of the United States, May his adminiji ra-

tion be happy and glorious ;

—

grant him in health

and profperity long to live ; andfinally , after this

life, to obtain everlafling felicity %

Blefs all fchools and feminaries of learning
;

that, by them, our youth may.be trained up in the

fear and love of thy holy name, and be qualified to

do much good in their day and generation*

And, finally, we befeech thee to blefs theyoung

men whom we are this day about to admit to the

honours of thisfeminary. Grant, that the inflruc-

tions which have here been beflowtd on them, may

not be be/lowed in vain ; but that they may be the

inflruments, in thy hands , of refloring health to

the fich, and of bidding the_ heart, which pain or

fympatheticforrow had dejecled, fing forjoy

\

Accept, mofl merciful God, of thefe our peti-

tions, which we offer in the name of "Jejus Chrifl

our Lord ; who has taught us, when we pray, to

fcy>
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be

thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on

earth, as it is in heaven : Give us, this day, our

daily bread ; andforgive us our trefpajjes, as we
forgive thofe who trefpajs againfl us ; and lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glo-

ry, forever and ever.





The Graduates, to whom the following Ad-

dress was delivered, were :

Dr. WILLIAM ALLSTON, of Georgetown, S. Carolina,

ROBERT BLACK, of Pennfylvania,

JOHN CHURCH, of Philadelphia,

SAMUEL COOPER, of Philadelphia,

BENJAMIN DE WITT, of New-York,

JAMES FISHER, of Delaware,

FRANCIS K. HUGER, of South-Carolina,

SAMUEL JONES, of Philadelphia,

JOSEPH JOHNSON, of Charlefton, S. Carolina,

JOHN LAWS, of Delaware,

COLIN MACKENZIE, of Baltimore,

EDWARD NORTH, of South-Carolina,

JOHN EDMONDS STOCK, of GloucefterOure, Eng.

JAMES WALKER, of Virginia,

GOODRIDGE WILSON, of Virginia.
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GENTLEMEN,

XT is natural to expect, that they

who are entrufted with the direction of feminaries

of learning, muft be folicitous for the reputable

condudt of thofe upon whom the honours of fuch

feminaries are bellowed. ' Hence the cuftom,

which has always prevailed in this place, of tak-

ing leave of our graduates, whether in medicine

or in the arts, with a parting addrefs, or charge,

refpecYing their conduct in future life ; the words

of thofe whom we efteem being apt to make a

deeper and more lading impreflion when fpoken

at that time, than at any other.

On the prefent occafion, this duty, owing

to the indifpofitionof our venerable provoft, has

devolved on me:—a circumftance which I re-

gret ;—becaufe I have neither had fufficient lei-
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fure, nor (had that been afforded me) fufficient

experience, to difcharge it properly. It is fome

confolation, however, to reflect, that fuch is your

own good fenfe, (which I have heard very high-

ly fpoken of;) and fuch the opportunities of in-

formation which you have folong enjoyed in this

place, under the moil able inftructors ; as to ren-

der the beil things that could have been faid at

this time, in a great meafure unnecefTary.

That no man is born for himfelf only, is a

maxim which can never bedifputed. Every one,

who is capable of the leaft reflection, muft be con-

vinced by daily experience, that, without the af-

fiftance which he derives from the labours of

others, his life muft be deftitute of comfort, if not

of fupport. And if fo, can he reafonably fup-

pofe, that he alone is privileged to receive good,

but without any obligation on his part to com-

municate it ; to partake in the general welfare,

but to do nothing to promote it.

It follows, that it is every man's duty to avoid

idlenefs, and to purfue fome profeflion that is of

ufe to fociety.

This, Gentlemen, is what you appear to have

propofed to yourfelves. And the profeflion you
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have chofen, is both honourable and ufeful. For

if health be the firft of earthly blefllngs, and it is

generally allowed to be fo, then they who inflrudc

us how to preferve it, or reflore it to us when loft,

deferve to be held in very high eftimation.

But, at the fame time that we bellow on the

profeffion of medicine this tribute of jufl praife,

we do not hefitate to fay, that as, on the one hand,

we have much to hope from it, fo, on the other,

we have fomething to fear. In the hands of the

ignorant and illiterate, of men of weak judg-

ment, and of all, who, either from nature or

habit, are averfe to fludy and reflection, it is pro-

ductive of the molt fatal evils. To fuch practi-

tioners it is owing, that, to this day, it continues

to be a matter of debate, whether the profeffion

have, on the whole, done more good or harm to

fociety ; and that, in almoft all times, even great

and highly eftimable perfons have made it a fub-

jecl: of ridicule. Of this number, I need not in-

form you, was Pliny, the naturalift ; who repeats

an ancient infcription upon a tomb, in which the

deceafed faid, that he died of a multitude of phy-

ficians, turba fe medicornm periijfe. And fpeak-

ing of phyfic, and of thofe who pradtifed it in

his day, " They learn it, fays he, at our hazard,

and acquire experience at the price of our lives.
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No law punifhes their ignorance, nor is there any

example of their being chaftifed. Only a phyfi-

cian can murder with abfolute impunity." And,

to come nearer to our own times, in this number

was alfo Mr. Addifon. " We may lay it down

as a. maxim, fays this celebrated writer, that

when a nation abounds in phyficians, it grows

thin of people. Sir William Temple," continues

he, " is very much puzzled to find out a reafon why
the northern hive, as he calls it, does not fend

out fuch prodigious fwarms, and overrun the

world with Goths and Vandals, as it did former-

ly ; but had this excellent author obferved, that

there were no fludents in phyfick among the fub-

jetts of Thor and Woden, and that this fcience

very much flourifhes in the North at prefent, he

might have found a better folution for this diffi-

culty than any of thofe he has made ufe of."

Thefe paffages, which probably may have

occurred to yourfelves in the courfe of your read-

ing, are not here cited from the fame motives

with which they appear to have been written,

but to imprefs you more (Irongly with a fenfe of

the arduoufnefs of the undertaking in which you

are about to engage ; as well as with a convic-

tion, that, without exerting your beft endeavours

to qualify yourfelves to be ufeful, you may occa-
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fionally be in danger of producing the moil feri-

ous misfortunes.

Give me leave, therefore, to recommend to

you, in the firft place, a diligent improvement

of your leifure hours, in extending your reading,

and acquiring farther andflill farther information.

They, who write on grandeur and fublimity,

are wont to tell us, that, though real greatnefs al-

ways raifes admiration, yet littlenefs does not ex-

cite the contrary paffion of contempt ; except

when we are difappointed by it, and meet with

it in a place where we had reafon to expe£t fome-

thing better. The fame remark, with but little

variation, may be applied to the fubjeft before us.

Want of learning, in a peafant, or mechanick, ex-

cites in us no fentiments of contempt. To their

occupations learning is not efTential ; and the

poverty in which they are frequently educated,

and the neceflity, at a more advanced period, of

a conftant application to manual labour, allow

them no opportunity of acquiring it. But an il-

literate phyfician can never fail to be contempti-

ble ; becaufe his profefhon being a learned profef-

lion, we expe&to find in him a literary character,

and are difappointed when it isotherwife.

D
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As medicine, however the invention of it

may be afcribed to the Egyptians, was firft culti-

vated as a fciencc in Greece, and, in coniequence

of this, moft of the terms that belong to it are

of Greek derivation ; as there are many valuable

writings on the fubjedt of medicine in that, and

alfo in the Latin, language ; and as a knowledge

of thefe languages gives us a free accefs to all the

learning of antiquity, and to the molt finifhed

models of eloquence in every fpecies of compoii-

tion ; it will be expe&ed of a phyfician, in com-

mon with other men of learning, to be in fome

meafure acquainted with them. And as every

phyfician fhould be a writer,—fo far at lead as to

be capable, when an occalion requires it, of com-

municating his fentiments,by writing, with perfpi.

cuityandcorre£tnefs,—he fhould be well acquaint-

ed with the elements of criticifm ; or whatever is

comprehended under the terms, grammar, rhe-

torick, and the belles lettres. He fhould be no

ftranger to philofophy ; efpecially to that branch

of it which is called phyficks, or natural philofo-

phy. All the moft approved authors who have

written on the fubjeft of his profeflion, he mould
read, anil continue to read, till every fentiment

contained in them be not only comprehended, but

rendered familiar to him, and indelibly imprefTed

on his memory. And, laftly, he fhould cultivate
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habits of drift attention, in whatever it maybe in

which he happens to be engaged ; but more par-

ticularly in every occurrence which relates to his

practice ; that he may be qualified to profit by

his own experience.

In all thefe branches, you have, we doubt

not, made already a coniiderable proficiency ; but

it will require no fmall degree of application to

keep up this proficiency, and to fupply what is

wanting.

Secondly. We truft, that you will be no lefs

diligent in the cultivation of every moral virtue.

And, under this head, we would particularly

recommend to you to cherifti Sympathy. No-

thing is more odious in any man than that infen-

fibility which wraps him up in himfelf, and pre-

vents his being moved with either the joys or for-

rows of another. In a phyfician, it is not to be

borne with. His abilities may indeed command

our refpedl: ; but it is this participation in our joys

and forrows, by which only he can render him-

felf beloved. And the phyfician, who is beloved

by his patients, will always have it in his power

to do them the more good. His very prefence will

foothe their anguifh, and his looks and accents

impart confolation*
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Difintereftednefs is another of thofe virtues,

which may be here ipeciiied ; as being peculiarly

becoming in the character of a phyfician. By

difintereftednefs, we do not mean, that, in gene-

ral, you mould have no expectation of being re-

warded for your fervices, or that your reward

mould not be Irberal; but that, on all proper oc-

calions, you mould be willing to affift and relieve

your poorer brethren, in the way of your profefc

fion as well as otherwifc, hoping for no return
;

except that, which is indeed the greateft of all

others, the approbation of that Being who con-

fiders every aft of beneficence done to the mean-

eft of his creatures, as done to himfelf.

What is faid by Hippocrates on this fubjecl:,

is perhaps worthy of your attention : but, how
far it is agreeable to the ufage of phyficians, or

might be attended with inconveniencies in prac-

tice, I am unable to determine. He is for having

the phyfician to act, in refpect to his fees, with ho-

nour and humanity, and " regulate them by the

patient's power to reward them more or lefs libe-

rally." In the following fentiment, however, I

am confident that you will agree" with him.

" There are even occafions," fays he, " on which

a phyfician ought neither to ails, nor to expect re-

ward ; as in the cafes of ftrangers, and the poor,

whom all the world are obliged to afiift."
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I will mention butane more of thefe virtues

;

and it is Candour : which I mention the rather,

as the want of it in a phyfician may, on certain

occafions, produce incalculable evil.

Of this virtue, the author whom I havejufl

cited, who was as excellent a man as he was an

illuftrious phyfician, may ferve as an example. In

his writings, he is not afhamed to own, at the

expenfe in fome meafure of his glory, an error

he had committed in dreffing a wound on the

head ;
" left," as he obferves, " others after

him, and by his example, mould fall into the fame

error." Does not this do him more honour, than

even all his great learning and capacity ? " Little

minds,*' fays Celfus, " and men of vulgar abili-

ties do not a£t in this manner ; but are much more

careful of the fmall reputation they have ; be-

caufe they can lofe nothing without impoverifli-

ing themfelves. Only great geniufes, confcious

to themfelves of the abundance which they

otherwife poffefs are capable of fuch an acknow-

ledgment, and of negletting the little loffes that

diminilh nothing of their riches and opulence."

But, thirdly and laftly, I mould think my-

felf inexcufable, were I not to recommend to you
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a daily attention to the cultivation of pious af-

fections.

He does not deserve the name of a ra-

tional CREATURE, AND DOES NOT APPEAR TO

KNOW WHAT IT IS THAT GIVES TO HIS NATURE

ITS HIGHEST DIGNITY, WHO NEGLECTS TO KEEP

UP A CONSTANT COMMUNICATION WITH THE

great author OF his being. And, indeed,

what exercife can be, in itfelf, more delightful,

than to contemplate the perfections of that Being,

who exifted from eternity, who created all things,

and fupplieth all things living with plenteoufnefs
;

to exprefs our gratitude to him for the benefits

which we every moment receive from him ; to

lift up our hearts unto him who careth for the

meaneft of his creatures, and pitieth them as a

father pitieth his children, to converfe with him

by prayer, to lay all our wants before him, and

to unburthen, as it were, the fulnefs of our

fouls in his prefence.

I am fenfible, that this communication will

add nothing to your profeilional (kill ; nor can I

venture to aflure you, that it will give any effica-

cy to the medicines which you prefcribe. But

believing, as I do, that religious principle is efTen-

tial to the happinefs of individuals, and to the
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very exiftence of fociety, I look upon perfons,

who are any way diftinguiftied by the ftations

which they hold in fociety, to be more particular-

ly bound to cherimit in themfelves, and (as far,

at leart, as their example can go) to propagate it

in others.

Finally, my brethren, the connection, which

for fome time paft has fubfifted between us, muff,

henceforth ceafe. But the time, I trufl, will ne-

ver come, when you will ceafe, to reflect on that

connection with pleafure. On the other hand, I

may venture to affure you, that the good wiflies

of your former inftruftors will never fail to ac-

company you. And in their name, as well as in

my own, I bid you FAREWELL.









WZ-

A5fe7*
H17



4 4 *

^T-

&
&£

L,*&


